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Dawid Ben Gurion (1886–1973)

„(...) In the history of Israel Ben Gurion remains a charismatic leader. His per-
sonality, consistency, integrity, modesty, ability to connect idealism with hard 

pragmatism earned him the respect of the contemporaries, the memory of the future 
generations, and the title of Father of the Nation, non-changed till these days”.
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Dawid Ben Gurion in Poland

❖ 1886 Dawid Ben Gurion is born in the city of 
Płońsk

❖ He came from a traditional Jewish family, his 
name was Dawid Grün at birth and he was one 
of five siblings

❖ Father Awigdor Grün, was a lawyer and leader of 
the Chowewej Syjon organization supporting the 
emigration of Jews to the Land of Israel

❖ Scheindel's mother, nee Friedman, died when 
David was 11 years old

❖ At the age of 14, together with two friends, he 
founded the youth club "Ezra"

❖ 1904 Dawid moved to Warsaw, where he earned 
his living as a teacher.

❖ He studied at the Imperial University of Warsaw
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Dawid Ben Gurion in Palestine

❖ 1905 He joined the social democratic Zionist party, 
Poale Zion

❖ 1906 Dawid emigrated to Palestine, where a month 
after his arrival, he was elected to the Central 
Committee of the newly established Poale Zion 
branch in Jaffa

❖ 1908 joined the Jewish self-defense organization Bar 
Giora in the settlement of Szajara

❖ 1909 participated in an armed action following an 
Arab robbery attempt

❖ 1910 he became the editor of the party newspaper 
Poalej Syjon "Jedność" where he first used the 
pseudonym Ben Gurion

❖ In 1911 he learned Turkish in the city of Thessaloniki 
in Turkey where he saw how the Jews functioned 
well in the local community on an equal footing
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Dawid Ben Gurion in USA

❖ 1912 he moved to Istanbul where he began studying 
law at the University of Istanbul

❖ He took the Hebrew surname Ben Gurion in honor of 
the medieval Jewish historian Joseph Ben Gorion

❖ 1914 The First World War broke out and he was 
employed by the Jewish militia

❖ He left with Icchak Ben-Zwi to the USA, where he 
recruited about 10,000. Jews to the He-Chaluc 
organization who left for the Middle East

❖ Ben Gurion and Ben Zwi have published 2 books 
(Jizkor and Eretz Israel) about Zionist activity in the 
Land of Israel

❖ Ben Gurion moved to New York where he met Paule 
Munweis, his future wife.

❖ 1918 Enlisted as a British Army volunteer, sent to Egypt 
where he fought for the capture of Palestine
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Dawid Ben Gurion in Palestine

❖ After the war, he remained in the British Palestinian 
Mandate and brought his family over to him

❖ 1919 The Achdut ha-Avoda party was founded, led 
by Ben Gurion from the very beginning

❖ Dawid Ben Gurion became a member of the 
Executive Committee of the First National Council 
(1920-1925)

❖ 1921 He was elected secretary general of the 
Histadrut

❖ 1925–1931 Ben Gurion became a member of the 
Second National Council

❖ 1930 Played a key role in the merger of the two major 
left-wing Zionist parties, Hapoel Ha-Cair and Achdut 
ha-Awoda, resulting in the Mapai party

❖ 1931 Ben Gurion moved to Tel Aviv
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Dawid Ben Gurion in Palestine

❖ 1931–1944 He became a member of the Third National Council

❖ 1935 Elected chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Jewish Agency

❖ 1937 Supported the final report of the Royal Palestine 
Commission headed by Lord Peel

❖ 1935 3.5 million Jews live in Poland

❖ 1939 Outbreak of World War II, where 26,000 joined the British 
army. Palestinian Jews

❖ 1942 A Zionist conference was held in New York, at which Ben 
Gurion first presented the proposal to establish a Jewish state 
as the official policy goal of the Zionist movement

❖ 1945 The British did not want to change the policy of the 
White Paper restricting the influx of Jews from all over the 
world to Palestine, which is why the Hotleu King David 
attack took place

❖ In 1947, Britain relinquished its role as a mediator in the 
escalating Jewish-Arab conflict
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Dawid Ben Gurion w Israel

❖ 1947 An agreement was reached confirming the status quo 
with the ultra-Orthodox party Agudat Israel and 
arrangements were made within the Jewish population of 
Palestine

❖ 1947 The question of Palestine comes to the attention of the 
United Nations General Assembly

❖ 1948 Proclaimed the Declaration of Independence of Israel 
and the Provisional Council of State was established, chaired 
by Chaim Weizman, and the provisional prime minister was 
David Ben-Gurion

❖ 1948 The Israel Defense Forces came into being and the 1st 
Israeli-Arab War began

❖ 1949 Approved as Israel's first Prime Minister and served as 
Defense Minister (1948-1963 with intermittent breaks)

❖ 1954 Resigned from office and was replaced by Mosze Szaret, 
and he lived in the Sede Boker kibbutz in the Negev desert
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Dawid Ben Gurion w Israel

❖ 1957 He was wounded in an attack in the Knesset

❖ The Negev Nuclear Research Center is 
established, where an Israeli 26 MW nuclear 
reactor has been built

❖ 1963 He stepped down as prime minister for 
personal reasons

❖ 1965 Left Mapai and founded his own political 
party, Rafi

❖ 1970 However, he withdrew from political life 
and spent the last years of his life in the Sede 
Boker kibbutz in the Negev desert

❖ Died on 1 December 1973
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Kraj Liczba ludności obecnie 2018 Liczba ludności w 1900

Izrael 6,6 mln 2,6 mln - 1970 rok 

USA 5,7 mln 1 mln 500 tyś

Francja 453 tyś 87 tyś

Kanada 390,5 tyś 22 tyś

UK 290 tyś 250 tyś

Argentyna 180 tyś 20 tyś

Rosja 172 tyś 3 mln 907 tyś

Niemcy 116 tyś 586 tyś

Australia 104 tyś 15 tyś

Brazylia 96 tyś 2 tyś

Ukraina 92 tyś Imperium Rosyjskie

RPA 71 tyś 50 tyś

Meksyk 45 tyś 1 tyś

Białoruś 45 tyś Imperium Rosyjskie

Belgia 32 tyś 12 tyś

Holandia 18 - 30 tyś 103 tyś

Włochy 30 tyś 34 tyś

Chile 21 tyś 1 tyś

Turcja 20 tyś 390 tyś

Iran 10 tyś 35 tyś

Etiopia 22 tyś 50 tyś

Azerbejdżan 20 tyś Imperium Rosyjskie

Urugwaj 20 tyś 1 tyś

Hiszpania 12 tyś 5 tyś

Węgry 10 tyś 851 tyś

Polska 8 tyś 1 mln 316 tyś

RAZEM 16,6 mln 11,2 mln

Jews return to the lands of Israel

Jewish Population in the World in 1900 and 2018

Jewish population by country in 2010
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• www.sztetl.org.pl

• www.jhi.pl

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_Jewish_population_comparisons

• https://plonsk.pl/files/file/marzec-2020/Ben_Gurion_folder.pdf

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_Jewish_population_comparisons

• https://izrael24.pl

Information sources
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